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Clinton, Salinas Agree Nafta Text To Remain Unchanged
by Carlos Navarro
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Wednesday, January 13, 1993
In a 90-minute meeting on Jan. 8 in Austin, Texas, US president-elect Bill Clinton and Mexican
President Carlos Salinas de Gortari agreed that no amendments would be made to the text of the
North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which was signed by the leaders of the US,
Canada and Mexico on Dec. 17, 1992. Clinton told Salinas he would continue to seek separate
agreements on protection of US workers and the environment, but also pledged to leave the text
of the actual accord intact. The president-elect said he would appoint one individual to coordinate
all issues related to the agreement and promised to move quickly to resolve outstanding issues
related to NAFTA. Salinas said he would work closely with Clinton and Canadian Prime Minister
Brian Mulroney to ensure NAFTA becomes a reality. Following are other recent NAFTA-related
developments. Jan. 4: Newly installed Puerto Rico Gov. Pedro Rosello said NAFTA would have
mixed results for the island's economy. According to Rosello, Puerto Rico will have to compete
with Mexico in such areas as textile and apparel production and tuna fisheries. However, Rosello
predicted the island's rum industry would benefit from the treaty. He also cited the potential
for long-term job creation and an increase in the standard of living. Jan. 7: According to the
government news agency Notimex, Cerveceria Yucateca, the largest brewing company in Yucatan
state, recently acquired new machinery to improve beer quality and boost production in order to
take advantage of export opportunities provided by NAFTA. Improved transportation and port
infrastructure were also expected to help the brewery expand exports. Cerveceria Yucateca is
affiliated with the Cerveceria Modelo consortium. Jan. 8: The Mexican Action Network on Free
Trade (Red Mexicana de Accion al Libre Comercio, RMALC), a coalition of labor, environmental
and agricultural organizations, called for a national referendum on NAFTA, charging that policies
implemented by the Salinas government over the past four years had benefitted "only the economic
and political elites." Jan 10: In a nationwide television and radio address, Salinas said NAFTA was
the right instrument to expedite Mexico's economic growth. He reiterated previous statements
that the accord would increase employment by opening new markets for Mexican exports and by
attracting increased foreign investment. In addition, he said the accord would provide Mexican
consumers with better products at cheaper prices. Jan 11: The US Federal Highway Administration
approved US$1.3 million for a study to determine the feasibility of establishing a highway corridor
between Canada and Mexico. The project proposes to upgrade highways connecting Edmonton
and Winnipeg, Canada, with Mexico City, via US Interstate 25. According to Ciudad Juarez Mayor
Francisco Villarreal Torres, discussions on the corridor arose during NAFTA meetings. Top officials
for the Mexican Workers Confederation (Confederacion de Trabajadores de Mexico, CTM) and
the AFL-CIO met in Puerto Vallarta to discuss common concerns related to NAFTA. According
to CTM president Fidel Velazquez, the two labor organizations agreed to ask their respective
governments to establish guidelines that would prevent businesses from shutting plants on the
pretext of complying with environmental laws. Despite agreement on that particular issue, sources
at the meeting said AFL-CIO members reiterated their general opposition to NAFTA, while CTM
representatives continued to endorse the treaty. Jan. 12: The state of New Mexico officially opened
a border crossing in Santa Teresa, across from San Jeronimo, Chihuahua state. New Mexico officials
hope the state can profit from increased US business with Mexico under NAFTA. Authorities have
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built customs stations at both sides of the crossing, located about nine miles west of El Paso, Texas.
However, Mexico has declined to pave a 12-mile stretch of road leading to San Jeronimo because of
the scrapping of plans by a private US developer to build an industrial park at Santa Teresa. Usage
of the border crossing is expected to be light at first. However, New Mexico Gov. Bruce King told
the New York Times that plans to build a rail and air transportation hub in the area could encourage
development in Santa Teresa, eventually boosting traffic. (Sources: Notimex, 01/04/93, 01/07/93; Inter
Press Service, Chinese news service Xinhua, 12/08/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/08/93, 01/10/93;
Spanish news service EFE, 01/10/93; El Financiero, La Jornada, New York Times, Associated Press,
01/12/93)
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